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SALZBURG WEILL CORNELL SEMINAR IN 

OTOLOGY AND TEMPORAL BONE SURGERY 
 

October 2-8, 2022 

 

35 fellows from 25 different countries 

8 faculty members from the United States of America, Austria and 
Turkey 

16 lectures given by faculty 

3 temporal bone laboratory trainings at PMU Salzburg in 
collaboration with Medtronic, MED-EL, and Karl Storz 

33 interesting case presentations by fellows 

10 excellent case presentations by fellows 

 

 

Group Photo of Faculty and Fellows 

 

 
 

 



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

02.10.2022 03.10.2022 04.10.2022 05.10.2022 06.10.2022 07.10.2022 08.10.2022

Ossiculoplasty – Middle Ear 

Surgery 

Surgery for Cancer of the 

Temporal Bone

Nikolas H. Blevins, MD Sebastian Roesch, MD

Temporal Bone Anatomy Otosclerosis

Nikolas H. Blevins, MD
Samuel H. Selesnick, MD, 

FACS

Temporal Bone Histopatholgy 

and VII in Anatomy

Endoscopes in Otologic 

Surgery

Samuel H. Selesnick, MD, 

FACS
Cem Meco, MD, FEBORL-HNS

Surgery of the External 

Auditory Canal 
BAHA and Powered Implants

Christoph Arnoldner, MD, MBA Lawrence R. Lustig, MD

Tympanoplasty Vestibular Surgery

Yuri Agrawal, MD, MPH Yuri Agrawal, MD, MPH

Canal Wall Intact 

Mastoidectomy
Lateral Skull Base Surgery

Nikolas H. Blevins, MD
Samuel H. Selesnick, MD, 

FACS

Canal Wall Down 

Mastoidectomy
Temporal Bone Trauma

Lawrence R. Lustig, MD Christoph Arnoldner, MD, MBA

Cochlear Implantation
17:00 - 17:30

Temporal Bone Lab Set up

Gerhard Rasp, MD, PhD Sebastian Roesch, MD

Salzburg Weill Cornell Seminar in Otology and Temporal Bone Surgery

Sunday, October 2 – Saturday, October 8, 2022

17:00 18:00

18:00 19:00

09:00 10:00

10:30 11:30

11:30 12:30

COFFEE BREAK

07:00 08:00

14:00 15:00

15:00 16:00

16:00 17:00

DEPARTURESBREAKFASTBREAKFASTBREAKFASTBREAKFAST

09:0008:00

LUNCH12:30 14:00

10:00 10:30 COFFEE BREAK COFFEE BREAK

LUNCH LUNCH LUNCH

Workshop

Fellows' Case Presentations

20:30 - 21:30

CHAMBER MUSIC CONCERT

FACULTY MEETING TO 

REVIEW THE WEEK

BREAKFAST

Introductions

Pre-Seminar Test

Temporal Bone Lab

LUNCH

DINNER

Temporal Bone Lab Temporal Bone Lab

Workshop

Fellows' Case Presentations

Workshop

Fellows' Case Presentations

Post-Seminar Test

Evaluation & Discussion

20:00 21:00

FAREWELL RECEPTION

GRADUATION DINNER

Certificates Awarded
DINNER

WELCOME RECEPTION & 

DINNER

DINNER 19:00 20:00 DINNER
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Wolfgang Aulitzky, MD 
 
Director, Open Medical Institute 
American Austrian Foundation 
 

Associate Dean and Gerhard Andlinger Professor 
for International Medicine & Distance Learning 
Adjunct Professor of Clinical Urology 
Adjunct Professor of Clinical Reproductive Medicine 
Weill Medical College of Cornell University 
 

Adjunct Professor of Pediatrics 
Perelman School of Medicine at the Children’s Hospital 
of Philadelphia 
 

Associate Professor of Urology 
Medical University of Innsbruck, Austria 

Wolfgang Aulitzky, MD is the Medical Director of the American Austrian Foundation. He is 
Associate Dean for International Medicine and Distance Learning, Adjunct Prof. of Clinical 
Urology and Adjunct Prof. of Clinical Reproductive Medicine at the Weill Medical College of 
Cornell University/New York Presbyterian Hospital. In 2016, he was appointed Adjunct 
Professor of Pediatrics in the Associated Faculty of the Perelman School of Medicine at the 
Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia. He is also Associate Prof. of Urology at the Medical 
University of Innsbruck and Visiting Professor at the Medical University of Vienna. Amongst 
others he is a member of the American, German and Austrian Societies of Urology and was 
awarded the Zuckerkandlpreis of the Austrian Society of Urology in 1989. In 1995 he received 
the Silver Medal, in 2007 the Golden Medal for Merits to the Republic of Austria and in 2014 
the cross of honor of the Land Salzburg. As Director of the Medical Program of the American 
Austrian Foundation he has initiated the Open Medical Institute, a scientific and educational 
collaboration of Weill Cornell and the NewYork Presbyterian Hospital, the Children Hospital 
of Philadelphia, Duke University, Columbia University, the Cleveland Clinic and leading 
hospitals in Austria. Dr. Aulitzky earned his medical degree at the University of Innsbruck in 
1977, was a research associate at the University of Uppsala, Sweden and the Rockefeller 
University, New York. He received his training as an urologist at the University of Innsbruck 
and the General Hospital of Salzburg. He is the author of more than 140 publications on 
Urology, Andrology and Health Care issues and is co-author of books on basic and clinical 
urology/andrology. 
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Samuel H. Selesnick, MD, FACS 
 
Professor and Vice-Chairman 
Department of Otorhinolaryngology 
Weill Cornell Medical College 
1305 York Ave., 5th Floor 
New York, NY 10021 
USA 
 
Phone: +1-646-962-3277 
Fax: +1-646-962-0030 
Email: shselesn@med.cornell.edu 

Samuel H. Selesnick, MD, FACS (Course Director) is Professor and Vice Chairman of the 
Department of Otolaryngology and Professor of Otolaryngology in Neurological Surgery at 
the Weill Cornell Medical College, and is a member of the Department of Neurological 
Surgery as well. Dr. Selesnick, in addition, is a member of the Department of Neurological 
Surgery at Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center. In October, 2019, Dr. Selesnick was 
named Editor-in-Chief of the global largest and oldest otolaryngology medical journal, The 
Laryngoscope. Dr. Selesnick has held and continues to hold leadership positions in key 
national and international medical societies. Dr. Selesnick is Past President of the American 
Otological Society, and is a Past President of the American Neurotology Society. Dr. 
Selesnick is the General Secretary of the Politzer Society – The International Society of 
Otology. Dr. Selesnick has lectured in 19 countries, across Europe, the Middle East, and 
Asia, speaking on neurotologic and ear related topics in, France, Italy, the United Kingdom, 
Austria, Denmark, Spain, the Czech Republic, Croatia, Greece, Poland, Australia, Japan, 
Israel, the United Arab Emirates, Qatar, India, the Ukraine, Canada, Brazil and Mexico. Dr. 
Selesnick is committed to fostering international collaboration and teaching. He has 
organized residency exchange programs between New York and Paris, and, in addition, has 
hosted other international scholars in training. Dr. Selesnick holds the title of Senior US 
Medical Counsellor to the American Hospital of Paris, acting as consultant to the 
administrative and medical leadership at that institution. Dr. Selesnick has received The 
Certificate of Honor bestowed by The American Academy of Otolaryngology-Head and Neck 
Surgery, and has been named one of the best doctors in his field by numerous lay 
publications. Dr. Selesnick sits on the Executive Council of the American Otological Society. 
Dr. Selesnick has served on the Board of Directors of the American Academy of 
Otolaryngology - Head and Neck Surgery. Dr. Selesnick has served on the Executive Council 
of The American Neurotology Society, and has served on or chaired numerous committees 
for the American Academy of Otolaryngology-Head and Neck Surgery, The American 
Otological Society, The Triological Society, The American College of Surgeons and other 
medical societies. Dr. Selesnick sits on the editorial board of the journal 'Otology and 
Neurotology' and has served as guest editor of 'The Otolaryngologic Clinics of North 
America'. Dr. Selesnick has researched topics in neurotology - skull base surgery and 
otology, and has published extensively in peer reviewed journals. The second book he has 
co-edited was released in November 2010. Dr. Selesnick has served as the Chair of the 
Search Committee to identify the next Editor in Chief of Otology&Neurotology - the flagship 
journal in field. At the NewYork-Presbyterian Hospital/Weill Cornell Medical Center, Dr. 
Selesnick has pioneered skull base surgery for acoustic neuromas as well as other skull base 
tumors. He has pioneered the use of lasers for the treatment of hearing loss in otosclerosis, 
and for the treatment of cholesteatoma, during mastoidectomy. Dr. Selesnick’s administrative 
roles in his department include involvement with resident and staff oversight, recruitment and 
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practice management. Dr. Selesnick also sits on the promotions committee in the Department 
as well as on the resident selection committee. Dr. Selesnick received a Bachelor of Arts 
from Wesleyan University and graduated from the New York University School of Medicine. 
He completed his training in Otolaryngology at The Manhattan Eye, Ear, and Throat Hospital 
- Cornell Residency Program and went on to advanced Fellowship training in Otology, 
Neurotology, and Skull Base Surgery at The University of California, San Francisco. Dr. 
Selesnick has been frequently interviewed by the television, radio, and print media. He is an 
Honorary Police Surgeon in the New York Police Department. 
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Gerhard Rasp, MD, PhD 
 
Professor and Chairman 
Head, Department of Otolaryngology 
Paracelsus Private Medical University 
Müllner Hauptstrasse 48 
5020 Salzburg 
Austria 
 
Phone: +43-5-7255-225100 
Email: G.Rasp@salk.at 

Gerhard Rasp, MD, PhD (Co-Course Director) is an Otorhinolaryngologist and Chairman 
of the Salzburg Paracelsus University ORL department. Born in Bad Reichenhall, Germany, 
he grew up in Southeastern Bavaria and graduated with the Abitur in 1979. After 15 months 
of military service with the 1. Gebirgsdivision, German Army, he began his studies in 
mathematics and physics at the Ludwig-Maximilians University in Munich. In 1981, he 
switched to human medicine and graduated in 1987. He finished his thesis about the “primary 
structure and inhibitory properties of the ovine Inter-alpha-trypsin-inhibitor” magna cum 
laude. In August 1997, he began his Fellowship at the Dept. of Otorhinolaryngology at the 
University of Munich, Grosshadern medical center under the instruction of Prof. Ernst 
Kastenbauer and Prof. Alexander Berghaus. He became a resident in 1992 and senior 
resident on 1 December 1994. He completed his specialties in ENT on the 8 April 1992, 
Allergology on 13 January 1994, Facial Plastic Surgery on 8. January 1996 and Special Head 
and Neck Surgery on 20 December 2001. His PhD focused on Clinical Investigations of 
inflammatory mediators in the nasal mucosa and he became an Associate Professor for ENT 
(Privatdozent) on 14 August 1997. He became Vice-Chairman on 1 July 2002 and apl-
Professor for Otorhinolaryngology in 2003. He was elected Chairman of the ORL-
Department, Katharinenhospital, Stuttgart from 1.10.2005. On 14 February 2008, he was 
elected Chairman and Professor of the ORL-Department of the Paracelsus Private Medical 
University, Salzburg. From September 2009 to September 2010, he served as President of 
the Austrian ENT Society and now is the incoming president 2018/2019. Since February 
2013, he serves as Dean for Research at the PMU. He lives near Salzburg with his wife Dr. 
Karin Rasp, pediatrician, and their daughters Julia, Jana and Louisa. 
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Yuri Agrawal, MD, MPH 
 
Professor of Otolaryngology-Head and Neck Surgery 
Johns Hopkins University School of Medicine 
601 North Caroline Street 
Baltimore, MD 21287 
USA 
 
Phone: +1-410-502-3107 
Email: yagrawa1@jhmi.edu 

Yuri Agrawal, MD, MPH is Professor of Otolaryngology-Head and Neck Surgery who 
specializes in the medical and surgical management of otologic and neurotologic conditions. 
Dr. Agrawal grew up in Montreal, Canada and completed her undergraduate studies at 
Harvard University. She graduated from Yale University School of Medicine, and completed 
her otolaryngology-head and neck surgery residency and Otology, Neurotology and Skull 
Base Surgery fellowship at Johns Hopkins University. Dr. Agrawal’s research interests 
include understanding the impact of age-related vestibular loss on cognitive and physical 
outcomes in older adults and in individuals with Alzheimer’s disease.  She is the Principal 
Investigator on multiple NIH grants, and serves as Chair of an NIH Study Section. She 
currently serves as President-Elect of the Association for Research in Otolaryngology, and 
also as an elected member of the Board of Directors of the American Academy of 
Otolaryngology-Head and Neck Surgery. She is also a Board Examiner for the American 
Board of Otolaryngology-Head and Neck Surgery. 
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Christoph Arnoldner, MD, MBA 
 
Associate Professor and Vice Chairman 
Department of Otolaryngology 
Medical University of Vienna 
Waehringer Guertel 18-20 
1090 Vienna 
Austria 
 
Phone: +43-664-2661-797 
Email: christoph.arnoldner@meduniwien.ac.at 

Christoph Arnoldner, MD, MBA is an otolaryngologist at the Medical University of Vienna 
(Austria) who specializes in Otology, Neurotology and Skull Base Surgery. Dr. Arnoldner 
grew up in Vienna and went to medical school in Vienna and Paris. He did his otolaryngology 
residency in Hanover (Germany) with Prof. Lenarz and in Frankfurt am Main with Prof. 
Gstöttner. He then returned to Vienna with Prof. Gstöttner and passed his habilitation in 2010. 
In 2012, he became Associate Professor for Otolaryngology at the Medical University of 
Vienna. From 2012 to 2013, Dr. Arnoldner underwent a fellowship in Otology and Skull Base 
Surgery with Prof. Chen and Nedzelski at the University of Toronto. Dr. Arnoldner’s research 
interests include two areas. The first is psychoacoustic studies with cochlear implants. In 
these studies, Dr Arnoldner and his team tested different speech processors, algorithms, 
electrodes as well as cochlear implants to improve performance with CIs. His studies led to 
two US patents that were both successfully sold to industrial partners. The second interest 
involves his lab research, which focuses on animal models of cochlear implantation to restore 
and preserve hearing in acoustic as well as mechanical trauma to the inner ear. His team 
mainly uses Poloxamer formulations to achieve a sustained release of pharmaceutic agents 
to the inner ear. Dr Arnoldner’s efforts have earned him grants from the Austrian Science 
Fund and MedEl Corporation. He has authored more than 80 peer reviewed articles and one 
surgical textbook. Dr. Arnoldner is currently on the faculty of the Medical University of Vienna 
as Associate Professor of Otolaryngology. He is the Vice Chairman of the Department of 
Otolaryngology of the Medical University of Vienna. 
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Nikolas H. Blevins, MD 
 
Larry and Sharon Malcolmson Professor 
Chief, Division of Otology/ Neurotology 
Medical Director, Stanford Cochlear Implant Center 
Department of Otolaryngology - Head and Neck Surgery 
Stanford University School of Medicine 
801 Welch Rd. 
Stanford, CA 4305-5739 
USA 
 
Phone: +1-650-725-6500 
Fax: +1-650-725-8502 
Email: nblevins@stanford.edu 

Nikolas H. Blevins, MD is the Larry and Sharon Malcolmson Professor of Otolaryngology at 
Stanford University. He is the Chief of the Division of Otology and Neurotology and is the 
Director of the Stanford Cochlear Implant Center. His clinical interests include the treatment 
of hearing loss and tumors of the cranial base. His research is focused on the development 
and application of technology to augment microsurgical approaches to the skull base. This 
includes the use of computer modeling and immersive surgical simulation for education and 
preoperative planning. Additionally, he and his collaborators are developing minimally 
invasive techniques for inner ear microendoscopy, surgical micro-robotics, and other 
technology applicable to hearing restoration. Dr. Blevins is a California native, and received 
his bachelor’s degree from Stanford University. He completed medical training at Harvard 
University before returning to California for residency in Otolaryngology at the University of 
California at San Francisco. He remained at UCSF for a fellowship in otology/neurotology. 
Dr. Blevins joined the Stanford Department of Otolaryngology in 2003. 
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Cem Meco, MD, FEBORL-HNS 
 
Professor and Past Chairman 
Ankara University Medical School 
Department of Otolaryngology, Head and Neck Surgery 
Akademik Yerleske K Blok Kat 2 
06700 Sihhiye, Ankara 
Turkey 
 
Professor  
Paracelsus Private Medical University 
Department of Otolaryngology, Head and Neck Surgery 
Muellner Hauptstrasse 48 
5020 Salzburg 
Austria 
 
Phone: +90-312-5082030 
 +43-662-442000 
Email: mecocemmd@gmail.com 
 c.meco@salk.at 

 
Cem Meco, MD, FEBORL-HNS is a Professor of Otolaryngology, Head and Neck Surgery 
(ORL-HNS) at Ankara University, Turkey as well as at Salzburg Paracelsus Medical 
University, Austria. He is currently the President of the Confederation of European ORL-HNS 
(CEORL-HNS) and Vice President of the European Board Examination (EBE) in ORL-HNS 
where he has served as an Examiner for more than a decade. Furthermore, he functions at 
different positions among other international and national societies, organisations and 
courses. After receiving his medical degree from Ankara University Medical School, Turkey, 
he has done his residency in Salzburg, Austria under the guidance of Prof. Dr. Klaus Albegger 
where he further continued to work for several years and done fellowships and advance 
training on Otology-Neurotology, Cochlear Implantation, Skull Base Surgery, as well as 
Rhinology and Advanced Sinus Surgery. Being one of the earliest to undertake EBEORL-
HNS, he is a board certified “Fellow” in Europe. While continuing to be a faculty member in 
Salzburg to date, he has been also functioning as a faculty at Ankara University since 2004, 
where he established the CI Programme, enhanced the Multidisciplinary Skull Base Team 
with endoscopic techniques and lately from 2015, served as the Chairman for a 3-year term 
till he became the President of the Confederation. He is the author or co-author of many 
presented or published papers and book chapters. Apart being among the organisers of main 
European Congresses, he is a worldwide invited faculty at various noteworthy congresses, 
seminars and courses, where he has made numerous presentations, lectures and panel 
discussions throughout his career. His main research area has been the diagnosis and 
management of cerebrospinal fluid fistulas. In his practice, he mostly deals with rhinologic, 
oto-neurotologic and skull base disorders. Currently, his main area of interest is the advanced 
endoscopic sinus and skull base surgery. Among many other society memberships, he is an 
Honorary Member of the Austrian ORL-HNS Society and Danube ORL-HNS Society, 
Corresponding Member of the German ORL-HNS Society, Member of the Turkish and Balkan 
ORL-HNS Societies, American Academy of ORL-HNS Foundation; European, Turkish, 
American and Bulgarian (Honorary) Rhinologic Societies, European Academy of Otology-
Neurotology and European, German and Turkish Skull Base Societies, as well as CORLAS. 
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Lawrence R. Lustig, MD 
 
Howard W. Smith Professor and Chair 
Department of Otolaryngology-Head & Neck Surgery 
Columbia University Medical Center & New York 
Presbyterian Hospital 
Harkness Pavilion Suite 850 
180 Fort Washington Ave 
New York, NY 10032 
USA 
 
Phone: +1-212-305-5820 
Email: lrl2125@cumc.columbia.edu 

Lawrence R. Lustig, MD is an Otolaryngologist who specializes in Otology, Neurotology, 
and Skull Base Surgery. Dr Lustig grew up in Northern California and completed his 
undergraduate studies at the University of California at Berkeley. He graduated from the 
University of California at San Francisco (UCSF) School of Medicine, where he also 
completed his Otolaryngology residency. After residency, Dr Lustig completed his 
Neurotology and Skull Base Surgery Fellowship at Johns Hopkins University and remained 
on staff at Johns Hopkins through 2004. In 2004 he was recruited back to UCSF to lead the 
Division of Otology and Neurotology in the Otolaryngology Department. Most recently in 
2014, he was recruited to Columbia University and New York Presbyterian Hospital where 
he practices today as the Howard W. Smith Professor and Chair of the Department of 
Otolaryngology. Dr. Lustig’s interdisciplinary research has helped pioneer cochlear gene 
therapy for genetic forms of hearing loss. He is also one of the lead investigators for the 
multicenter Novartis auditory hair cell regeneration trial. Additionally, his lab has studied 
cochlear bone development and how the material properties of bone enclosing the inner ear 
contribute to hearing. Additional collaboration has included work with a pharmacologist at 
UCSF, where Dr. Lustig studied the mechanism of hearing loss caused by platinum-based 
chemotherapies. Dr. Lustig has published more than 125 articles in peer-reviewed journals, 
as well as book chapters. He co-edited a textbook, “Clinical Neurotology: Diagnosing and 
Managing Disorders of Hearing, Balance and the Facial Nerve.” He lives in New York City 
metropolitan region with his wife Heather and children Lila and Lauren. 
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Sebastian Roesch, MD 
 
Specialist 
Department of Otorhinolaryngology, Head and Neck Surgery 
Paracelsus Private Medical University 
Muellner Hauptstrasse 48 
5020 Salzburg 
Austria 
 
Phone: +43-5-7255-57407 
Fax: +43-5-7255-25299 
Email: s.roesch@salk.at 

Sebastian Roesch, MD is otolaryngologist at the Department of Otorhinolaryngology, Head 

and Neck Surgery of Paracelsus Medical University Salzburg, Austria. Dr. Roesch was born 

and raised in Nuremberg, Germany. He graduated from Paracelsus Medical University 

Salzburg in 2009 and finished his residency for otolaryngology in 2015. His clinical focus is 

laid on otology and neurotology with special emphasis on hereditary and congenital hearing 

loss as well as sudden sensorineural hearing loss. He is part of an international and 

interdisciplinary task group, focusing on Pendred syndrome. His scientific activity includes 

several publications with otologic topics in international journals. He also works as a reviewer 

for Acta Oto-Laryngologica. Besides clinical activity, he is regularly holding lectures for 

otolaryngology at Paracelsus Medical University Salzburg. 

 
 



Fellow Booklet
Otology and Temporal Bone Surgery

Elmedina Asani, MD
"Mother Theresa" University Clinic in Skopje
Department of Neurosurgery
"Mother Teresa" Street No. 17
1000 Skopje
North Macedonia

elmedina_asani@hotmail.com

Chantsaldulam Avaajigmed, MD
Mongolian National Cancer Center
Department of Plastic and Reconstructive
Surgery
Bayanzurkh District
00976 Ulaanbaatar
Mongolia

chantsaa0331@gmail.com

Zuzana Balogova, MD
Motol University Hospital
Department of Otolaryngology
V Uvalu 84
15006 Prague
Czech Republic

z.balogova@seznam.cz

Walid Bijou, MD
Faculté de Medecine et de Pharmacie de
Casablanca
Department of Otolaryngology
Rue lahcen laarjoune
20250 Casablanca
Morocco

bijouwalid1@gmail.com

Klara Brgić, MD
University Hospital Center Zagreb
Department of Neurosurgery
Kišpatićeva ulica 12
10000 Zagreb
Croatia

klarabrgic@gmail.com



Mónica Cecilia Castillo Pérez, MD
"Dr. Manuel Gea Gonzalez" General Hospital
Department of Otolaryngology
Calzada de Tlalpan
14080 Mexico City
Mexico

mcecilia.castillop@gmail.com

Lucie Charova, MD
Faculty Hospital Motol
Department of Otolaryngology
V Úvalu 84
150 06 Prague
Czech Republic

charovalucie@seznam.cz

Elena Cherdyntseva, MD
The North Estonia Medical Centre
Department of Otolaryngology
J. Sütiste 19
13419 Tallinn
Estonia

elena.ee.21@gmail.com

Maryana Cherkes, MD
Lviv Territorial Medical Union
Multidisciplinary Clinical Hospital of
Emergency and Intensive Care
Department of Otolaryngology
P. Orlyka 4
79059 Lviv
Ukraine

maryana.cherkes@gmail.com

Kristaps Dambergs, MD
Childrens Clinical University Hospital
Department of Otolaryngology
Vienibas Gatve 45
1004 Riga
Latvia

kristapsdamberg@gmail.com

Tatiana Haličková, MD
Ústredná Vojenská Nemocnica SNP
Ružomberok FN
Department of Otolaryngology
Gen. Miloša Vesela 21
03426 Ružomberok
Slovakia

tanarovna@yahoo.com



Alla Hambardzumyan, MD
"Astghik" Medical Center
Department of Otolaryngology
28 Daniel Varoujhan Street
0032 Yerevan
Armenia

allahambardzumyan@yahoo.com

Michal Homolac, MD
University Hospital Hradec Kralove
Department of Otolaryngology
Sokolska 581
50005 Hradec Králové
Czech Republic

michal.homolac@fnhk.cz

Eftychia Kanioura, MD
Hippokration General Hospital of Athens
Department of Otolaryngology
Vasilissis So�as 114
11527 Athens
Greece

ekanioura@hotmail.com

Hakan Kara, MD
Turkish Ministry of Health Medical Science
University
Department of Otolaryngology
Sbü Van EAH Edremit 1
65100 Van
Turkey

dr.hakankara@hotmail.com

Ebru Karakaya Gojayev, MD
Ankara University Faculty of Medicine
Department of Otolaryngology
Altındağ
06080 Ankara
Turkey

ebru_karakaya92@hotmail.com

Aleksandre Kobakhidze, MD
Tbilisi State Medical University
Department of Otolaryngology
Machavariani Street No. 1
2000 Zestafoni
Georgia

leqsokobaxidze@yahoo.com



David T. Liu, MD, PhD
Medical University of Vienna
Department of Otolaryngology
Spitalgasse 23
1090 Vienna
Austria

david.liu@meduniwien.ac.at

Taniel Minkov, MD
University Hospital Kaspela
Department of Otolaryngology
64 So�a Street
4000 Plovdiv
Bulgaria

taniel07@gmail.com

Arnoldas Morozas, MD
Vilnius University Hospital Santaros Clinics
Department of Otolaryngology
Santariskiu 2
08661 Vilnius
Lithuania

arnoldas.morozas@gmail.com

Sani Muhammad, MD, MSc
General Hospital Minna
Department of Otolaryngology
No. 3 Hospital Road
345271 Minna
Nigeria

mainagge@yahoo.com

Gan-Erdene Narantsolmon, MD, MSc
First Central Hospital of Mongolia
Department of Otolaryngology
2 S. Zorig
210648 Ulaanbaatar
Mongolia

ganerdene.ent.o�cial@gmail.com

Baigalmaa Oyunbat, MD
First Central Hospital of Mongolia
Department of Otolaryngology
S. Zorig Street
14140 Ulaanbaatar
Mongolia

entbaigalmaa@gmail.com



Nenad Relić, MD
Clinical Centre Kragujevac
Department of Otolaryngology
Zmaj Jovina 30
34000 Kragujevac
Serbia

nenadrelicmd@gmail.com

Matej Rezo, MD
University Hospital Center Osijek
Department of Otolaryngology
Josipa Huttlera 4
31000 Osijek
Croatia

matejrezo21@gmail.com

Dominik Riss, MD
Medical University of Vienna
Department of Otolaryngology
Währinger Gürtel 18-20
1090 Vienna
Austria

dominik.riss@meduniwien.ac.at

Dumitru Silviu Rotaru, MD
Spitalul General C.F. Brasov
Department of Otolaryngology
Bulevardul 15 Noiembrie, Nr. 60
500097 Brasov
Romania

drrotarusilviu@gmail.com

Valentinos Sofokleous, MD, MSc
Athens Children's Hospital "P. & A. Kyriakou"
Department of Otolaryngology
Levadias Street
115 27 Athens
Greece

sofokleousv@outlook.com

Gulnaz Toxsanbayeva, MD
Asfendiyarov Kazakh National Medical
University
Department of Otolaryngology
Dostyk 220
050051 Almaty
Kazakhstan

doctor_toksanbaeva_G@mail.ru



Dmitry Tretiakow, MD, PhD
Medical University of Gdańsk
Department of Otolaryngology
Smoluchowskiego 17
80-214 Gdansk
Poland

d.trietiakow@gmail.com

Tomas Valenta, MD
University Hopsital Hradec Kralove
Department of Otolaryngology
Sokolska 581
50005 Hradec Kralove
Czech Republic

tomas.valenta@fnhk.cz

Ulugbek Vokhidov, MD
Tashkent State Dental Institute
Department of Otolaryngology
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Tatiana Haličková, MD 
Ústredná Vojenská Nemocnica SNP Ružomberok 

FN 
Department of Otolaryngology 

Slovakia 

 
Sunday, October 2, 2022 
 
I came to Salzburg after six hours of travelling by train from my hometown in Slovakia. I took 
a bus from the train station to Schloss Arenberg as our Slovak OMI coordinator recommended, 
and it was really easy to get here. Unfortunately, it started to rain. After arriving at this nice 
building, I met the first participant who was just a little bit less wet from the rain than me. I 
checked in and filled out some formal documents and then I went to my room which was nicely 
furnished. After a short rest, the welcome reception and dinner started. At this reception, I had 
the opportunity to meet not only other participants but also faculty members. It was nice to talk 
to colleagues from other countries such as Mexico, Nigeria, Czech Republic and Poland during 
a tasty dinner. 
 
 
Monday, October 3, 2022 
 
In the morning, we all met in Lecture Hall where the beautiful wooden ceiling caught my 
attention at first glance. After a short introduction to the week, we had a Pre-Seminar test. The 
first lecture about the temporal bone anatomy was held by Dr. Blevins. It was really interesting 
to see the 3D anatomy of the bone and I have to say it was quite a different view from what we 
usually see in anatomical atlases. The second lecture about temporal bone histopathology and 
facial nerve anatomy which was presented by Dr. Selesnick was equally interesting and 
beneficial to me. I didn’t know that histopathological pictures can be so remarkable and useful 
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to understand the anatomy of middle and inner ear structures and relationships between them. 
Dr. Arnoldner gave us a lot of instructive information about external auditory canal (EAC) 
diseases and about pitfals in EAC surgeries. After lunch the lectures were given by Dr. Agrawal 
about tympanoplasty and by Dr. Blevins and Dr. Lustig about canal wall up and canal wall 
down mastoidectomy. I found all of them really practical and useful. We ended the first day 
with a lecture on cochlear implantation (CI). Dr. Rasp presented to us indications and surgical 
procedures of CI and a couple of cases. During the dinner I joined colleagues from Czech 
Republic I met here and we went to see the city centre together. We shared our feelings about 
the first day and all of us agreed it was a really positive experience. 
 
 
Tuesday, October 4, 2022 
 
We started our second day at 8 am and Dr. Blevins again caught our attention with his lecture 
about ossiculoplasty and middle ear surgery. It was also interesting for me to see his technique 
of staining graft. His lecture was followed by Dr. Meco who introduced us the use of 
endoscopes in temporal bone surgery. This was a new topic for me, but Dr. Meco convinced 
us that it could be useful to see behind the corner, especially when removing cholesteatoma. 
After a short coffee break Dr. Selesnick continued with his otosclerosis lecture. This lecture 
was of great importance to me, also the discussion afterwards. Next, Dr. Lustig held an 
interesting presentation about BAHA and powered implants. During lunch, same as during 
breakfast, most of the participants had a lot of friendly conversations and you could hear talking 
from each table at the restaurant. In the afternoon, we continued again with exceptional 
lectures given by Dr. Agrawal and Dr. Selesnick, who presented us delicate and special 
surgeries such as lateral skull base surgery and vestibular surgery. Next, we had a lecture 
about temporal bone trauma and facial nerve schwannoma By Dr. Arnoldner who also shared 
with us some interesting cases. We ended today with a brief overview of the temporal bone 
lab set up given by Dr. Roesch and he gave us a printed version of the manual of temporal 
bone dissection, which I am pretty sure we will find very useful the next days. 
 
 
Wednesday, October 5, 2022 
 
Today was a special day. We could dissect our own cadaveral temporal bone in a lab. 
Everything was perfectly prepared for us, everyone has their own bone, so we could start to 
drill. The faculty members presented us the temporal bone dissection step by step and during 
the lab work they helped anyone who asked them. They didn’t just answer questions but even 
worked together with fellows. First we did the canaloplasty, then we continued with the raising 
of tympanomeatal flap and facial recess approach to the middle ear. We tried to insert the 
electrode to cochlea, some of us even tried to insert the piston or other prosthesis. In the 
evening, I joined some other participants and we went to enjoy the city atmosphere. Another 
outstanding day is over. 
 
 
Thursday, October 6, 2022 
 
After a quick breakfast we went to the lab to continue with the bone dissection. Today we did 
the labyrinthectomy and dissection of the internal auditory canal. If some of the fellows needed 
help, they could look at the bone that was drilled by the faculty members and see all of the 
anatomy. After lunch we started with our case presentations. It was a great experience to be 
able to share our work and hear feedback from so many international doctors and top 
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capacities in the ENT. The evening ended with a delicious dinner and a wonderful chamber 
music concert, which was held right here in Schloss Arenberg. 
 
 
Friday, October 7, 2022 
 
The last day of this week we started with a lecture presented by Dr. Roesch about surgery for 
cancer of the temporal bone. We found this topic to be as useful as others for our practice. 
Then we finished our case presentations and ended the scientific program with the post-
seminar test. Every one of us could see the progress in our knowledge. Looking back at this 
week, I learned so much about surgical procedures in temporal bone, its anatomy, some of the 
most common diseases and tumors in this area. I was honored to be here and meet new 
people from so many different countries. I discovered a lot from all faculty members, and I 
really appreciate that I could meet them and talk to them. This was very inspiring for me. I am 
thankful for the opportunity to be here, to find new friends, enhance my career and enjoy the 
beautiful city of Salzburg. It was a really special week for me. 
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Maryana Cherkes, MD 
Lviv Territorial Medical Union Multidisciplinary Clinical Hospital of Emergency 

and Intensive Care 
Department of Otolaryngology 

Ukraine 

 
Sunday, October 2, 2022 
 
Arrival to the beautiful city – Salzburg. Rest. 
Welcome reception. Meeting international colleagues and world-famous faculty. 
 
 
Monday, October 3, 2022 
 
The day started with a pre-seminar test. Then it was a full day of exciting interactive lectures 
of Austrian and American faculty members from world famous institution. All lectures were very 
well structured and easy to understand. It was enough time for asking questions and all 
questions were answered completely and clearly. During the coffee-break we had a lot of very 
interesting conversations with colleagues from all over the world and in different levels of 
knowledge and experience. We all can share our experience and at the same time learn 
something new. Dinner. Rest. 
 
 
Tuesday, October 4, 2022 
 
One more day of exciting lectures. It is worth noting that the lectures were of a different nature. 
From the primarily levels of Otosurgery to advanced and ultra-complex ones. It was interesting 
to hear about the development of the endoscopic Otosurgery, as well as various implantable 
devices, which can improve a human's quality of life. At the end of a day we were given clear 
instructions on how to deal during the Temporal bone Lab the next day. 
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Wednesday, October 5, 2022 
 
This day was especially exciting for all fellows, as we spent the whole day practicing in the 
Temporal Bone Lab. It was very good that the faculty members also were performing the 
dissection and the process was broadcasted on a screen, so that we could repeat the 
necessary steps accordingly. It also helped us to orient ourselves in anatomical landmarks to 
perform all planned surgeries on the temporal bone. We were constantly under the care of the 
faculty, we could ask questions, and they helped us reproduce all the necessary steps of the 
surgeries on our own. This is very valuable! An exhausting, but very productive day. After the 
dissection, we had time to take a sightseeing tour of the beautiful Salzburg, drink coffee and 
eat original “Mozart Kugeln” 
 
 
Thursday, October 6, 2022 
 
In the morning we completed all the necessary steps of the surgeries that we started yesterday. 
Also, thanks to the Med-El company, we had the opportunity to independently perform the 
cochlear implantation and install a bone conduction implant. We also had the opportunity to 
test the 3D microscope. When we returned to Schloss Arenberg after lunch, fellows from 
different countries started presenting interesting clinical cases. In fact, all cases were very 
exciting. It was also interesting to learn about different approaches of treatment in different 
countries. In the evening, we had the honor of attending a wonderful concert of classical music. 
 
 
Friday, October 7, 2022 
 
After the presentations of all fellows' clinical cases, we listened to several more interesting 
lectures. After that, we wrote a post-seminar test, which was very interesting and valuable to 
evaluate our knowledge before and after the lectures. In the afternoon we had free time to 
enjoy our stay in Salzburg. In the evening - award ceremony took place, and the best and most 
interesting clinical cases were awarded with certificates. It was truly one of the best seminars 
I have ever attended. Thank you. 
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Valentinos Sofokleous, MD 
Athens Children's Hospital "P. & A. Kyriakou" 

Department of Otolaryngology 
Greece 

 
Sunday, October 2, 2022 
 
I arrived at Munich airport early in the morning. I was feeling a bit tired because I recently had 
some night shifts, and I also had to wake up at 4 am to catch my morning flight, but I was really 
feeling eager for my second OMI seminar and the week to come. Fortunately, it proved very 
convenient and easy to travel to Salzburg by train. The cloudy and rainy weather in Salzburg 
did not deter me from covering the distance from the train station to Schloss Arenberg by foot 
to enjoy a stroll through the city. My first views of Salzburg with the Salzach River and 
Hohensalzburg Castle overlooking the city's Old Town district were awe-inspiring. After filling 
out some formal paperwork, I went to my room, which was comfy and nicely furnished, to get 
some rest. At 7 pm, we had a warm welcome reception with Dr. Aulitzky, the director of OMI. 
Dr. Selesnick, the course director, introduced the rest of the faculty and gave us an overview 
of the upcoming week. At the reception and dinner, I had the chance to meet and chat with 
some of my co-fellows and faculty members; many of them had traveled from the other corner 
of the globe to be here. 
 
 
Monday, October 3, 2022 
 
At 8 am, Dr. Selesnick welcomed us again, and the course began with the pre-seminar test. 
The first lecture on anatomy by Dr. Blevins was absolutely stunning. It encompassed elements 
from CTs, graphic illustrations, and, most importantly, 3D representations from a special 
software that really helped us better appreciate the temporal bone's complex anatomy. The 
second lecture by Dr. Selesnick on the anatomy of the facial nerve and its relevance in 
cholesteatoma surgery was also fantastic as he has a charismatic way of conveying knowledge 
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from his immense experience in otologic surgery. Equally interesting lectures followed by Dr. 
Agrawal from Johns Hopkins, Dr. Arnoldner from Vienna, Dr. Rasp from Salzburg and Dr. 
Lustig from Columbia University, New York. I especially liked the approaches of Dr. Lustig in 
obliterating the mastoid cavity, and I think I will try to incorporate some in my practice when I 
get back home. Overall, it was a tough day, with lots of new knowledge and information, but it 
felt very rewarding in the end. After dinner, I had the chance to meet and chat with some of my 
co-fellows from other countries, including Austria, Bulgaria, Uzbekistan, Kyrgyzstan, 
Kazakhstan, Nigeria, Morocco, and Poland, and learn about the differences in the healthcare 
and medical training system of their countries. 
 
 
Tuesday, October 4, 2022 
 
We started the day with a lecture by Dr. Blevins on ossiculoplasty with many interesting "how-
to" tips and tricks. Dr. Meco from Ankara gave a very informative talk about the ever-increasing 
use of endoscopes in otologic surgery, mainly as an adjunct to microscopic approaches. His 
lecture was followed by a thorough overview of otosclerosis and stapes surgery by Dr. 
Selesnick; this was the best lecture I have ever listened to on this topic. The talks on facial 
nerve decompression by Dr. Arnoldner and powered implants by Dr. Lustig were also very 
informative. The Bonebridge implant appeared to me a very appealing solution and is definitely 
something I would like to start offering in the future. The very impressive talks on vestibular 
surgery by Dr. Agrawal and lateral skull base surgery by Dr. Selesnick were both a long way 
away from my current clinical practice. Nevertheless, they were both quite inspirational, and 
who knows, maybe in the future, I will have the chance to get some training in some of these 
advanced techniques and approaches. It definitely interests me as no one in my country 
performs this kind of surgeries. Our program ended with Dr. Roesch informing us about the 
temporal bone lab setup for the next day. 
 
 
Wednesday, October 5, 2022 
 
Drilling at last! The day we all have been waiting for has finally come. Our program started 
earlier today, as at 7:30 am, a transfer to the temporal bone lab was arranged. Each fellow got 
their own temporal bone. In groups of two, we shared a workstation, which was very well 
equipped with all the essential otologic instruments and tools needed for dissection. The first 
exercise was to perform a canalplasty, and afterwards, we raised a tympanomeatal flap and 
performed a stapedotomy. We even had the chance to practice with different pistons and 
prostheses for ossicular reconstruction. The faculty was always nearby, ready to guide us or 
answer our questions. Then we went on to perform an intact canal wall mastoidectomy with 
posterior tympanotomy. Dr. Arnoldner gave me some useful, practical advice on inserting the 
cochlear implant through the round window. The co-fellow that shared the station with me, 
Eftychia from Greece, was very helpful. Even though she had minimal prior experience, she 
did a terrific job with her bone and performed each exercise diligently, preserving all critical 
structures. We helped each other a lot and enjoyed drilling the bones. At dinner, I had a nice 
chat with some other fellows. 
 
 
Thursday, October 6, 2022 
 
We spent half of our day drilling the rest of our temporal bones. Our dissection proceeded to a 
labyrinthectomy and then to a translabyrinthine exposure of the internal auditory canal. At the 
end, we could visualize the facial nerve in its whole intratemporal course, from the IAC to the 
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stylomastoid foramen. We were also provided with an artificial temporal bone from Med-El, 
where we could have implanted a Bonebridge. As I had no time to practice that in the lab, I 
took the bone model with me to do some practice when I get back home. In the afternoon, we 
had our "fellows' case presentations". I presented a case of a 5-year-old girl with a horizontal 
semicircular canal dehiscence as a complication of non-cholesteatomatous otitis media. Most 
of the cases were really interesting and provoked fruitful discussions. The evening ended with 
a captivating chamber music concert held in Schloss Arenberg just for us. Afterwards, we had 
some drinks in the lobby, and I had the chance to chat with colleagues from Ukraine, Turkey, 
Latvia, Georgia, and Mexico. 
 
 
Friday, October 7, 2022 
 
Unfortunately, all good things must come to an end. Our last day in the seminar started with 
an interesting presentation on the surgical management of temporal bone malignancies by Dr. 
Sebastian Roesch. Afterwards, some of the fellows presented their cases. After lunch, we had 
a free afternoon, which was perfect for doing some shopping or some sightseeing of Salzburg's 
most popular attractions, like the Hohensalzburg Fortress, Mozart's birth house, and Mirabell 
Gardens. Looking back at this week, I feel grateful for the opportunity I was given to expand 
my knowledge in temporal bone surgery, learn new things under the guidance of world-leading 
experts in the field of Otology, extend my professional network, and make new friends from all 
over the world. Thank you, OMI! 
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