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SALZBURG WEILL CORNELL SEMINAR IN 

OTOLARYNGOLOGY 
 

February 13-19, 2022 

 

40 fellows from 24 different countries 

9 faculty members from the United States of America, Austria and 
Turkey 

20 lectures given by faculty 

38 interesting case presentations by fellows 

8 excellent case presentations by fellows 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

13.02.2022 14.02.2022 15.02.2022 16.02.2022 17.02.2022 18.02.2022 19.02.2022

Surgical Treatment of 

Obstructive Sleep Apnea

Chronic Rhinosinusitis – 

Anatomy and 

Pathophysiology

Evaluation of the Adult Neck 

Mass

Staging and Conservative 

Treatment of Neck 

Malignancies

Maria V. Suurna, MD, FACS Michael G. Stewart MD, MPH Maria V. Suurna, MD, FACS Dietmar Thurnher, MD

Outcomes Research and 

Quality of Life Assessment in 

ORL

Pediatric Airway Stenosis
Surgery in Chronic 

Rhinosinusitis
Neck Dissection

Larynx Cancer Including 

Transoral Approaches

Michael G. Stewart MD, MPH Steven D. Rosenblatt, MD Gerhard Rasp, MD, PhD Dietmar Thurnher, MD Victoria Banuchi, MD

Adenotonsillar Disease Basics in Ear Surgery
Trauma of the Lateral Skull 

Base
Oropharynx Cancer

Pediatric Head and Neck 

Masses

Steven D. Rosenblatt, MD Gerhard Rasp, MD, PhD Christoph Arnoldner, MD, MBA Victoria Banuchi, MD Steven D. Rosenblatt, MD

Overview on Sleep Apnea and 

Diagnosis
Dizziness Management

Skin Cancers and Sentinel 

Node Biopsy
Imaging in Otology

Navigation and 

Skull Base Surgery

Maria V. Suurna, MD, FACS Sebastian Roesch, MD Victoria Banuchi, MD Sebastian Roesch, MD Cem Meco, MD, FEBORL-HNS

Workshop

How to Present a Case

Michael G. Stewart MD, MPH

20:00 21:00

FAREWELL RECEPTION

GRADUATION DINNER

Certificates Awarded
DINNER

WELCOME RECEPTION & 

DINNER

DINNER 19:00 20:00

Post-Seminar Test

Evaluation & Discussion

20:30 - 21:30

CHAMBER MUSIC CONCERT

FACULTY MEETING TO 

REVIEW THE WEEK

BREAKFAST

Introductions

Pre-Seminar Test

Workshop

Fellows' Case Presentations

Workshop

Fellows' Case Presentations
Free Afternoon

LUNCH

DINNERDINNER

14:30 - 14:45

OMI Presentation

09:0008:00

LUNCH12:30 13:30

10:00 10:30 COFFEE BREAK COFFEE BREAK COFFEE BREAK

LUNCH LUNCH LUNCH

DEPARTURESBREAKFASTBREAKFASTBREAKFASTBREAKFAST

13:30 14:30

14:30 15:00

16:00 17:00

Salzburg Weill Cornell Seminar in Otolaryngology

Sunday, February 13 – Saturday, February 19, 2022

17:00 18:00

18:00 19:00

09:00 10:00

10:30 11:30

11:30 12:30

COFFEE BREAK COFFEE BREAK

07:00 08:00
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Wolfgang Aulitzky, MD 
 
CEO, Open Medical Institute 
American Austrian Foundation 
 

Associate Dean and Gerhard Andlinger Professor 
for International Medicine & Distance Learning 
Adjunct Professor of Clinical Urology 
Adjunct Professor of Clinical Reproductive Medicine 
Weill Medical College of Cornell University 
 

Adjunct Professor of Pediatrics 
Perelman School of Medicine at the Children’s Hospital 
of Philadelphia 
 

Associate Professor of Urology 
Medical University of Innsbruck, Austria 

Wolfgang Aulitzky, MD is the Medical Director of the American Austrian Foundation. He is 
Associate Dean for International Medicine and Distance Learning, Adjunct Prof. of Clinical 
Urology and Adjunct Prof. of Clinical Reproductive Medicine at the Weill Medical College of 
Cornell University/New York Presbyterian Hospital. In 2016, he was appointed Adjunct 
Professor of Pediatrics in the Associated Faculty of the Perelman School of Medicine at the 
Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia. He is also Associate Prof. of Urology at the Medical 
University of Innsbruck and Visiting Professor at the Medical University of Vienna. Amongst 
others he is a member of the American, German and Austrian Societies of Urology and was 
awarded the Zuckerkandlpreis of the Austrian Society of Urology in 1989. In 1995 he received 
the Silver Medal, in 2007 the Golden Medal for Merits to the Republic of Austria and in 2014 
the cross of honor of the Land Salzburg. As Director of the Medical Program of the American 
Austrian Foundation he has initiated the Open Medical Institute, a scientific and educational 
collaboration of Weill Cornell and the NewYork Presbyterian Hospital, the Children Hospital 
of Philadelphia, Duke University, Columbia University, the Cleveland Clinic and leading 
hospitals in Austria. Dr. Aulitzky earned his medical degree at the University of Innsbruck in 
1977, was a research associate at the University of Uppsala, Sweden and the Rockefeller 
University, New York. He received his training as an urologist at the University of Innsbruck 
and the General Hospital of Salzburg. He is the author of more than 140 publications on 
Urology, Andrology and Health Care issues and is co-author of books on basic and clinical 
urology/andrology. 

  



© Open Medical Institute 2022 

 

Michael G. Stewart, MD, MPH 
(Course Director) 
 
Professor and Chairman 
Department of Otolaryngology - Head & Neck Surgery 
Senior Associate Dean for International Affairs and 
Affiliations 
Weill Cornell Medical College 
1305 York Ave., 5th Floor 
New York, NY 10021 
USA 
 
Phone: +1-646-962-4777 
Fax: +1-646-962-0030 
Email: mgs2002@med.cornell.edu 

Michael G. Stewart, MD, MPH is Professor and Chairman of the Department of 
Otolaryngology-Head & Neck Surgery at Weill Cornell Medical College. He also serves as 
Senior Associate Dean for International Affairs and Affiliations of the Medical College, and as 
Otolaryngologist-in-Chief at NewYork-Presbyterian Hospital/Weill Cornell Medical Center. He 
received a B.E. degree summa cum laude from Vanderbilt University, and an M.D. from 
Johns Hopkins University School of Medicine. He completed residency training at Baylor 
College of Medicine in the Texas Medical Center in Houston, Texas, and received his M.P.H. 
degree from the University of Texas School of Public Health, Houston. Dr. Stewart's clinical 
practice is general otolaryngology, and he has particular interest in nose and sinus disease. 
He is the author of 2 textbooks, and more than 30 book chapters and 120 peer-reviewed 
publications. He is the former Editor-in-Chief of The Laryngoscope journal, and previously 
served as Associate Editor and on Editorial Boards of several other journals. He is a Past-
President of the American Board of Otolaryngology – Head & Neck Surgery and is also a 
Past-President of both the Association of Academic Departments of Oto-HNS and the Society 
of University Otolaryngologists, and he was an elected member of the Board of Directors of 
the American Academy of Otolaryngology - Head & Neck Surgery (AAOHNS) from 2011-15.  
He currently serves as the Executive Vice President of the American Rhinologic Society, and 
he is a member of the ACGME Residency Review Committee for Otolaryngology from 2016-
22. Dr. Stewart is also the Founder and Medical Director of the Center for the Performing 
Artist at NewYork-Presbyterian/Weill Cornell, which is a multidisciplinary center caring for the 
musical needs of singers, musicians, dancers and other performers. Dr. Stewart's research 
interest is in outcomes and quality of life research, and he has received research funding 
from the NIH and AHRQ among others. Dr. Stewart has received many awards and honors, 
including two Distinguished Service Awards from the AAO-HNS and Presidential Citations 
from two different national societies. He has been a visiting professor at more than 40 
institutions, and has given more than 500 invited lectures, both nationally and internationally. 
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Gerhard Rasp, MD, PhD 
(Co-Course Director) 
 
Professor and Chairman 
Head, Department of Otolaryngology 
Paracelsus Private Medical University 
Muellner Hauptstrasse 48 
5020 Salzburg 
Austria 
 
 
Phone: +43-57 2552 25100 
Email: g.rasp@salk.at 

Gerhard Rasp, MD, PhD is an Otorhinolaryngologist and Chairman of the Salzburg 
Paracelsus University ORL department. Born in Bad Reichenhall, Germany, he grew up in 
Southeastern Bavaria and graduated with the Abitur in 1979. After 15 months of military 
service with the 1. Gebirgsdivision, German Army, he began his studies in mathematics and 
physics at the Ludwig-Maximilians University in Munich. In 1981, he switched to human 
medicine and graduated in 1987. He finished his thesis about the “primary structure and 
inhibitory properties of the ovine Inter-alpha-trypsin-inhibitor” magna cum laude. In August 
1997, he began his Fellowship at the Dept. of Otorhinolaryngology at the University of 
Munich, Grosshadern medical center under the instruction of Prof. Ernst Kastenbauer and 
Prof. Alexander Berghaus. He became a resident in 1992 and senior resident on 1 December 
1994. He completed his specialties in ENT on the 8 April 1992, Allergology on 13 January 
1994, Facial Plastic Surgery on 8. January 1996 and Special Head and Neck Surgery on 20 
December 2001. His PhD focused on Clinical Investigations of inflammatory mediators in the 
nasal mucosa and he became an Associate Professor for ENT (Privatdozent) on 14 August 
1997. He became Vice-Chairman on 1 July 2002 and apl-Professor for Otorhinolaryngology 
in 2003. He was elected Chairman of the ORL-Department, Katharinenhospital, Stuttgart 
from 1.10.2005. On 14 February 2008, he was elected Chairman and Professor of the ORL-
Department of the Paracelsus Private Medical University, Salzburg. From September 2009 
to September 2010, he served as President of the Austrian ENT Society and now is the 
incoming president 2018/2019. Since February 2013, he serves as Dean for Research at the 
PMU. He lives near Salzburg with his wife Dr. Karin Rasp, pediatrician, and their daughters 
Julia, Jana and Louisa. 
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Christoph Arnoldner, MD, MBA 
 
Associate Professor and Vice Chairman 
Department of Otolaryngology 
Medical University of Vienna 
Waehringer Guertel 18-20 
1090 Vienna  
Austria 
 
Phone: +43-664-2661-797 
Email: christoph.arnoldner@meduniwien.ac.at 

Christoph Arnoldner, MD, MBA is an otolaryngologist at the Medical University of Vienna 
(Austria) who specializes in Otology, Neurotology and Skull Base Surgery. Dr. Arnoldner 
grew up in Vienna and went to medical school in Vienna and Paris. He did his otolaryngology 
residency in Hanover (Germany) with Prof. Lenarz and in Frankfurt am Main with Prof. 
Gstöttner. He then returned to Vienna with Prof. Gstöttner and passed his habilitation in 2010. 
In 2012, he became Associate Professor for Otolaryngology at the Medical University of 
Vienna. From 2012 to 2013, Dr. Arnoldner underwent a fellowship in Otology and Skull Base 
Surgery with Prof. Chen and Nedzelski at the University of Toronto. Dr. Arnoldner’s research 
interests include two areas. The first is psychoacoustic studies with cochlear implants. In 
these studies, Dr Arnoldner and his team tested different speech processors, algorithms, 
electrodes as well as cochlear implants to improve performance with CIs. His studies led to 
two US patents that were both successfully sold to industrial partners. The second interest 
involves his lab research, which focuses on animal models of cochlear implantation to restore 
and preserve hearing in acoustic as well as mechanical trauma to the inner ear. His team 
mainly uses Poloxamer formulations to achieve a sustained release of pharmaceutic agents 
to the inner ear. Dr Arnoldner’s efforts have earned him grants from the Austrian Science 
Fund and MedEl Corporation. He has authored more than 80 peer reviewed articles and one 
surgical textbook. Dr. Arnoldner is currently on the faculty of the Medical University of Vienna 
as Associate Professor of Otolaryngology. He is the Vice Chairman of the Department of 
Otolaryngology of the Medical University of Vienna. 
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Victoria Banuchi, MD 
 
Assistant Professor of Otolaryngology 
Weill Cornell Medical College 
Assistant Attending Otolaryngologist 
Weill Cornell Medicine Otolaryngology Head and Neck 
Surgery 
1305 York Avenue, 5th Floor 
New York, NY 10021 
USA 
 
Phone: +1-646-962-2363 
Email: veb9010@med.cornell.edu 

Victoria Banuchi, MD is an Otolaryngologist-Head and Neck Surgeon specializing in the 
management of benign and malignant tumors of the head and neck. She completed her 
medical degree at Columbia University and a Master's in Public Health degree at Columbia 
University's Mailman School of Public Health. Dr. Banuchi completed her residency training 
in Otolaryngology - Head and Neck Surgery at New York Presbyterian Hospital/Memorial 
Sloan Kettering Cancer Center the University Hospitals of Columbia and Cornell. 
Subsequently she completed advanced fellowship training in Head and Neck/Cranial Base 
Surgery at the New York Head and Neck Institute. She is now an assistant professor at Weill 
Cornell and the director of Head and Neck surgical oncology at Lincoln Medical Center in 
New York City. Among her interests are thyroid and parathyroid surgery, benign and 
malignant tumors of the mouth, throat, larynx, salivary glands, nose, sinus, skull base and 
skin. Among her academic interests are remote access approaches to neck surgery and she 
is one of the pioneers of transoral endoscopic approaches to thyroid and parathyroid surgery. 
She has published articles and book chapters in the field of Head and Neck Oncology, 
Otolaryngology and Skull Base Surgery. In addition she has presented her research at 
national and international conferences including the American Head and Neck Society and 
the North American Skull Base Society. She is an active member at the Academy of 
Otolaryngology, American College of Surgeons, American Thyroid Association and American 
Head and Neck Society among others. 
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Cem Meco, MD, FEBORL-HNS 
 
Professor and Past Chairman 
Ankara University Medical School 
Department of Otolaryngology, Head and Neck Surgery 
Akademik Yerleske K Blok Kat 2 
06700 Sihhiye, Ankara 
Turkey 
 
Professor  
Paracelsus Private Medical University 
Department of Otolaryngology, Head and Neck Surgery 
Muellner Hauptstrasse 48 
5020 Salzburg 
Austria 
 
Phone: +90-312-5082030 
 +43-662-442000 
Email: mecocemmd@gmail.com 
 c.meco@salk.at 

 
Cem Meco, MD, FEBORL-HNS is a Professor of Otolaryngology, Head and Neck Surgery 
(ORL-HNS) at Ankara University, Turkey as well as at Salzburg Paracelsus Medical 
University, Austria. He is currently the President of the Confederation of European ORL-HNS 
(CEORL) and Vice President of the European Board Examination (EBE) in ORL-HNS where 
he has served as an Examiner for more than 10 years. Furthermore, he functions at different 
positions among other international and national societies, organisations and courses. After 
receiving his medical degree from Ankara University Medical School, Turkey, he has done 
his residency in Salzburg, Austria under the guidance of Prof. Dr. Klaus Albegger where he 
further continued to work for several years and done fellowships and advance training on 
Otology-Neurotology, Cochlear Implantation, Skull Base Surgery, as well as Rhinology and 
Advanced Sinus Surgery. Being one of the earliest to undertake EBEORL-HNS, he is a board 
certified “Fellow” in Europe. While continuing to be a faculty member in Salzburg to date, he 
has been also functioning as a faculty at Ankara University since 2004, where he established 
the CI Programme, enhanced the Multidisciplinary Skull Base Team with endoscopic 
techniques and lately from 2015, served as the Chairman for a 3-year term till he became the 
President of the Confederation. He is the author or co-author of many presented or published 
papers and book chapters. Apart being among the organisers of main European Congresses, 
he is a worldwide invited faculty at various noteworthy congresses, seminars and courses, 
where he has made numerous presentations, lectures and panel discussions throughout his 
career. His main research area has been the diagnosis and management of cerebrospinal 
fluid fistulas. In his practice, he mostly deals with rhinologic, oto-neurotologic and skull base 
disorders. Currently, his main area of interest is the advanced endoscopic sinus and skull 
base surgery. Among many other society memberships, he is an Honorary Member of the 
Austrian ORL-HNS Society, Member of the Turkish, German, Balkan and Danube (Honorary) 
ORL-HNS Societies; the American Academy of ORL-HNS Foundation; the European, 
Turkish, American and Bulgarian (Honorary) Rhinologic Societies, European Academy of 
Otology-Neurotology and the European, German and Turkish Skull Base Societies, as well 
as CORLAS. 

  



© Open Medical Institute 2022 

 

Sebastian Roesch, MD 
 
Specialist 
Department of Otorhinolaryngology, Head and Neck 
Surgery 
Paracelsus Private Medical University 
Muellner Hauptstrasse 48 
5020 Salzburg 
Austria 
 
Phone: +43-5-7255-57407 
Fax: +43-5-7255-25299 
Email: s.roesch@salk.at 

Sebastian Roesch, MD is otolaryngologist at the Department of Otorhinolarnygology, Head 
and Neck Surgery of Paracelsus Medical University Salzburg, Austria. Dr. Roesch was born 
and raised in Nuremberg, Germany. He graduated from Paracelsus Medical University 
Salzburg in 2009 and finished his residency for otolaryngology in 2015. His clinical focus is 
laid on otology and neurotology with special emphasis on hereditary and congenital hearing 
loss as well as sudden sensorineural hearing loss. He is part of an international and 
interdisciplinary task group, focusing on Pendred syndrome. His scientific activity includes 
several publications with otologic topics in international journals. He also works as a reviewer 
for Acta Oto-Laryngologica. Besides clinical activity, he is regularly holding lectures for 
otolaryngology at Paracelsus Medical University Salzburg. 
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Steven D. Rosenblatt, MD 
 
Assistant Professor of Otolaryngology 
Weill Cornell Medicine/New York-Presbyterian Hospital 
428 East 72nd Street 
New York, NY 10021 
USA 
 
Phone: +1-646-962-2224 
Fax: +1-212-746-8124 
Email: sdr9007@med.cornell.edu 

Steven D. Rosenblatt, MD is a pediatric otolaryngologist – head and neck surgeon who 
specializes in the management of complex pediatric otolaryngologic diseases. Dr. Rosenblatt 
was born and raised in New York City and completed his undergraduate studies at The 
University of Rochester in Rochester, New York. He graduated from the State University of 
New York (SUNY) Downstate College of Medicine and completed his otolaryngology 
residency at The University of Rochester/Strong Memorial Hospital. His fellowship training in 
complex pediatric otolaryngology was at Boston Children’s Hospital/Harvard Medical School. 
Dr. Rosenblatt’s clinical interests include pediatric head and neck masses, vascular 
malformations, airway reconstruction, and cochlear implantation. He is a peer reviewer for 
the Laryngoscope and the International Journal of Pediatric Otorhinolaryngology. Dr. 
Rosenblatt is currently on the faculty of Weill Cornell Medicine and New York Presbyterian 
Hospital as Assistant Professor of Otolaryngology. Dr. Rosenblatt is also an Assistant 
Attending Surgeon at Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center. He lives in New York City 
with his wife and two children. 
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Maria V. Suurna, MD, FACS 
 
Associate Professor 
Director of Sleep Surgery 
Weill Cornell Medicine 
Otolaryngology-Head and Neck Surgery 
2315 Broadway, 3rd Floor  
New York, NY 10024 
1305 York Avenue, 5th Floor 
New York, NY 10021 
USA 
 
Phone:  +1-646-962-9135 
Email:  mas9390@med.cornell.edu 

Maria V. Suurna, MD, FACS is an Associate Professor and Director of Sleep Surgery in the 
Department of Otolaryngology – Head and Neck Surgery at Weill Cornell Medicine. Dr. 
Suurna received her medical degree from the Indiana University School of Medicine and 
completed her residency training in Otolaryngology-Head and Neck Surgery at the University 
of Cincinnati College of Medicine. She is board certified in Otolaryngology and subspecialty 
board certified in Sleep Medicine. Her clinical practice is focused on the treatment of variety 
of head and neck disorders. Dr. Suurna is nationally and internationally recognized as an 
expert in sleep surgery. She is dedicated to providing a comprehensive evaluation and 
treatment for snoring and obstructive sleep apnea, with the focus on sleep surgery including 
hypoglossal nerve stimulation implant.  She is a member of many professional societies, has 
published articles in scientific journals and textbooks, is a reviewer for the specialty journals, 
frequently lectures nationally and internationally, and serves on several local and national 
committees. In addition to her clinical practice, Dr. Suurna is actively involved in teaching 
otolaryngology residents and medical students at the New York Presbyterian Hospital. 
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Dietmar Thurnher, MD 
 
Professor 
Department of Otolaryngology, Head and Neck Surgery 
Medical University of Graz 
Auenbruggerplatz 26 
8036 Graz 
Austria 
 
Phone: +43-316-385-13448 
Email: dietmar.thurnher@medunigraz.at 

Dietmar Thurnher, MD is Professor for Otorhinolaryngology Head and Neck Surgery at the 
Medical University of Graz, Austria. He received his medical training at the University of 
Vienna. As early as his residency Prof. Thurnher focused on head and neck surgical oncology 
and head and neck cancer research. He completed his subspeciality training during his 
Fellowship in Advanced Training in Head and Neck Oncologic Surgery of the AHNS in 
Toronto, Canada, in 2005/2006. Prof. Thurnher’s surgical expertise is in head and neck 
ablative and reconstructive surgery, open and transoral laser surgery of the larynx and 
advanced airway surgery. He is a Fellow of the EBEORL and is also Examiner for the oral 
exam part of the European Board. Prof. Thurnher has published more than 100 peer-
reviewed papers on the topic head and neck cancer, various book chapters and a textbook 
of Otolaryngology and is also the cofounder of the Austrian head and neck society. 
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Martyna Narkeviciute, MD 
Republican Hospital of Panevezys 

Department of Otolaryngology 
Lithuania 

 
Sunday, February 13, 2022 
 
I arrived to Salzburg by train on Sunday evening. I came from Vienna, where I had spent the 
weekend and had the best two days exploring local culture and enjoying magnificent 
architecture. The train ride itself was impressive, with beautiful panoramic scenery of the Alps. 
My journey from Salzburg’s main train station to Schloss Arenberg did not get off to a good 
start, as I somehow managed to take a bus going in the opposite direction. Luckily, I was able 
to reach Schloss Arenberg just in time for the welcome reception and dinner, during which we 
were greeted by faculty members, and I finally had the chance to meet colleagues from around 
the world. This was long-awaited and very exciting, especially during this COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
 
Monday, February 14, 2022 
 
We started our Otolaryngology course by taking a pre-seminar test, and you know what people 
say - “no pain, no gain”. The test was followed by Dr. Stewart’s lecture about outcomes 
research and quality of Iife assessment. To be frank, this topic was very new to me. Later on, 
Dr. Rosenblatt gave us a lecture about adenotonsillar disease and Dr. Suurna presented an 
introduction to sleep apnea and its diagnosis. Since it was a wonderful sunny day outside, after 
the lectures a group of us decided to visit the Hohensalzburg Fortress. The panorama of the 
city and the Alps was breathtaking! We spent the rest of the evening exploring historical streets 
of Salzburg and enjoying each other’s company. 
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Tuesday, February 15, 2022 
 
Although it was gloomy and raining outside all day, we did not even have time to grieve about 
it, as we listened to an excellent lecture given by Dr. Suurna about sleep apnea’s surgical 
treatment and a presentation about airway stenosis in children from Dr. Rosenblatt. After the 
break, Prof. Rasp showed us excellent and informative videos of some ear surgeries during 
his lecture. Last but not least, Dr. Roesch taught us how to manage a dizzy patient. In the 
afternoon, the first group of fellows presented their clinical cases. I was really amazed by the 
complexity of their cases and how well they were managed. 
 
 
Wednesday, February 16, 2022 
 
It was another exciting day with comprehensive lectures about rhinosinusitis from Dr. Stewart 
and Prof. Rasp, and trauma of the lateral skull base from Prof. Arnoldner. I especially enjoyed 
Dr. Banuchi’s lecture about skin cancers since I deal with such patients during my everyday 
practice. After this, I will definitely make some changes in my clinical routine. Since we had the 
rest of the afternoon free, we decided to take a hike near the Salzach river, and were enchanted 
by the beautiful views of the city and the Alps. 
 
 
Thursday, February 17, 2022 
 
Salzburg is still covered by clouds. Nevertheless, we continued to explore topics of neck 
masses in adults, neck dissection, oropharyngeal cancer, and imaging in otology. These 
lectures definitely answered my questions about proper diagnosis and treatment of a neck 
mass, especially if it is a non-locus carcinoma. Later in the afternoon, the second group 
(including myself) presented their clinical cases. Even though I was very anxious at first, I can 
honestly say after my presentation that it was like ripping off a band aid - quick and painless. 
In the evening, we listened to a wonderful chamber music concert, and the day was over before 
we knew it. 
 
 
Friday, February 18, 2022 
 
It is hard to believe how time flies and today is the last day of the OMI seminar. We received a 
few final lectures about staging neck malignancies, larynx cancer, pediatric head and neck 
masses, and navigation in skull base surgery. We took the post-seminar test before lunch and 
had a wonderful farewell reception with a graduation dinner in the evening. Looking back at 
the week, everything was beyond perfect. The administrative team and faculty did an amazing 
job putting this seminar together, not only in providing education which we will bring back to 
our countries with us, but especially for a restored opportunity to travel, communicate, and get 
to know each other in person, just like before the COVID-19 outbreak. Even though our smiles 
are still covered with masks as we leave Schloss Arenberg, this week brought hope that those 
dark times are behind us and we will be able to overcome it. Thank you! 
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Taniel Minkov, MD 
University Hospital Kaspela 

Department of Otolaryngology 
Bulgaria 

 
Sunday, February 13, 2022 
 
My colleague and I traveled from Sofia to Vienna by plane and took the first train to Salzburg. 
The trip took us all night, so after we were welcomed by a friendly receptionist at the beautiful 
Schloss Arenberg, we decided to rest. Later in the afternoon, I went to the reception for a 
coffee, where I met one of the Faculty members, Dr. Banuchi. I was delighted by how good-
natured she was. In the evening before dinner, the Faculty gave us a welcome speech. It was 
my first time as a fellow at an OMI seminar and it was a great privilege to meet such 
accomplished people. Afterwards, dinner was served, and it was a pleasant time spent with 
everyone. 
 
 
Monday, February 14, 2022 
 
The morning started pretty well, a plentiful breakfast was waiting for us. The fellows and I took 
the pre-seminar test. To be honest, some of the questions were challenging. The first lecturer, 
Dr. Stewart, officially started the seminar. Next, Dr. Rosenblatt and Dr. Suurna both covered 
topics which I am really interested in. In the afternoon, my colleague and I went for a walk in 
the old town. He was once in Salzburg before, so he was a great guide for me. 
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Tuesday, February 15, 2022 
 
Today was the first day of the fellows’ case presentations. We had been separated into two 
groups – one presenting on Tuesday and another on Thursday. Fortunately, my turn was 
today, allowing me to relax for the rest of the seminar. All my colleagues presented insightful 
cases. Additionally, the faculty led another series of fantastic lectures. Being relieved after my 
presentation, I spent the rest of the day in the city center. 
 
 
Wednesday, February 16, 2022 
 
The usual start of the morning was followed by great rhinology presentations by Dr. Stewart 
and Prof. Rasp. After we took our coffee break, Prof. Arnoldner and Dr. Banuchi explored the 
topics of lateral skull base trauma, skin cancer, and sentinel lymph node biopsy, respectively. 
Later in the afternoon, some of the colleagues and I went to the mall where we did some 
shopping for ourselves and for our family and friends back in our home countries. The evening 
ended with a good conversation in great company in the lobby. 
 
 
Thursday, February 17, 2022 
 
After a delicious breakfast, our lectures continued with otolaryngological topics that I am really 
interested in. Dr. Suurna, Prof. Thurnher, and Dr. Banuchi focused on head and neck surgery. 
Later, after the lunch break, the second round of fellows’ case presentations took place. It was 
enjoyable to see interesting cases from across four continents. In the evening, we went for a 
walk downtown where we drank mulled wine and ate a traditional Apfelstrudel. After dinner, 
we were fortunate to attend a chamber music concert at Schloss Arenberg. Later, both fellows 
and faculty gathered in the lobby where we had an open and friendly conversation. 
 
 
Friday, February 18, 2022 
 
Today is the last day. We had a good time last night, but now plenty of work is waiting for us. 
The post-seminar test will be before lunch, but first we must attend the last lectures. Prof. 
Thurnher, Dr. Banuchi, and Dr. Rosenblatt focused on head and neck diseases, one of my 
favorite topics in Otolaryngology. Prof. Meco introduced me to the world of navigation-based 
FESS. Unfortunately, I have no practical experience with such a complex setup, but I hope it 
is a step forward for my future practice. I also hope that I did well on the post-seminar test. As 
a first time fellow, I had a great time this past week. I cannot phantom the experience that I 
have had yet, but I am confident that I would like to participate in more OMI seminars in the 
future. The people you meet here are outstanding. If we think of the famous Forest Gump 
quote, we could easily say that the week at Schloss Arenberg was like a box of chocolates - 
full of different but exceptional, motivated people from all around the world. 
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